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FREELANCE RESEARCHERS AVAILABLE FOR CHICAGO AREA HISTORY PROJECTS 
The following individuals will do research for a fee. The Chicago History Museum cannot 
recommend specific researchers, nor assume responsibility for their work. Contact the 

researchers directly for information on fees and services 
 
Peggy Tuck Sinko 
605 S. Ridgeland 
Oak Park IL 60304 
708-848-3515 
ptsinko@aol.com 
zspecializing in Chicago-area history and 
genealogy; can read German 
 
Walt Wilson 
5924 W. Eastwood Dr. 
Chicago IL 60630-3105 
walter.a.wilson@gmail.com 
zspecializing in baseball history 
 
Kris Lipkowski 
1528 N. Wood 
Chicago IL 60622 
773-772-4110 
egonigo@earthlink.net 
zspecializing in art and architecture, photo-
graphy, and in newspaper and picture searches 
 
Craig Pfannkuche 
Memory Trail Research 
8612 Memory Trail 
Wonder Lake IL 60097-9442 
815-653-9459 
craig@pfannkuche.com 
zspecializing in railroad history and Chicago 
record (census, property, and directory) 
searches 
 
Elizabeth Patterson 
2400 Ewing Avenue 
Evanston IL 60201 
847-492-0491 
epatte9888@aol.com  
zall types of research, with particular 
experience in architecture and preservation 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Christina A. Reynen 
21 W. Goethe #4D 
Chicago IL 60610 
312-335-0586 
kreynen@rcn.com  
www.chicagoreynen.com 
zspecializing in Chicago history, genealogy, 
court records, labor and business history. Also 
records at the National Archives at Chicago. 
 
H. Clark Dean, Certified Genealogist 
422 Kelling Lane 
Glencoe IL 60022 
847-835-1443 
hclarkdean@juno.com 
zspecializing in genealogy 
 
Pat Lofthouse 
773-573-2231 (cell phone) 
loftypat@aol.com  
 
Ola Heska 
115 S. River St. 
Batavia IL 60510 
630-482-9166 
ola@hwwd.com  ; www.genelady.com  
zspecializing in Polish genealogy, Polish and 
Russian translation 
 
Lisa Holton 
The Lisa Company 
2327 Brown Avenue 
Evanston, IL  60201 
847-869-7106 
Lisa@TheLisaCompany.com  
zspecializing in corporate and organizational 
research; histories in book, electronic, and video 
form 
 
Emily Clark Victorson 
emvic@att.net  
zspecializing in Chicago history; image 
research; archival research  
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Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, 
Certified Genealogist 
2666 E. 73rd St., #11-W 
Chicago IL 60649-2732 
773-221-4545 
773-768-8034 (fax) 
jl-bloom@mindspring.com  
zspecializing in problem-solving and compilation 
of family histories, particularly Chicago and 
Cook County 
 
Armstrong-Johnston 
Image Research z Archival Services 
Leigh Moran Armstrong 
Mindy Spitzer Johnston 
www.armstrongjohnston.com 
info@armstrongjohnston.com 
z Specializing in image and archival 
research in Chicago-area repositories 
 
Mark Mandle 
6035 S. Kimbark, Apt. 3 
Chicago IL 60637 
773-363-7330 
mmandle18@gmail.com    
zspecializing in Chicago area genealogy and 
history, Jewish history, and court records 
 
Raymond W. Johnson 
4237 Sunnyside Ave. 
Brookfield, IL  60513 
708-387-1884 
www.historycop.com 
rayjohnson@historycop.com 
zwriter-researcher-genealogist specializing  in 
creative Chicago and Cook County projects. 
Member APG 
 
Hilary Mac Austin 
1132 W. Lunt #4B  
Chicago, IL 60626 
(773) 274-6722 
(216) 956-6300 (cell) 
mac@onehistory.org 
zwriter-researcher specializing in African 
American and Chicago-area history, genealogy, 
and photo research  
 
 
 

 
Kathleen Thompson  
3512 W. McLean 
Chicago, IL 60647 
(773) 235-2206 
(773) 899-9195 
kathleen@onehistory.org 
zwriter-researcher specializing in African 
American, Civil War, and Chicago-area history, 
genealogy, and photo research 
 
Sarah A. V. Kirby 
613 Creekside Circle 
Gurnee IL 60031 
847-281-9832 
sarah@vandeventer.net 
zlibrarian, researcher, genealogist—perform all 
kinds of research  
 
Kevin Clutter 
7440 Magoun Avenue 
Hammond IN 48324 
cluttermk@aol.com 
zspecializing in Chicago and Cook County 
history, as well as most local communities.  
 
Elizabeth Blasius 
2629 N. Francisco 
Chicago, Il  60647 
773-814-7845 
elizabeth.blasius@gmail.com 
 zspecializing in Chicago-area places of 
worship, landmark nominations, and conducting 
detailed building research 
 
Ben Bertin 
248-404-7743 
benjamin.j.bertin@gmail.com  
z Page in CHM Research Center 2009-11. 
General research. Special interest in Chicago 
cartooning and arts.  
 
Laura Sklansky  
3430 N. Lake Shore Drive #6J 
Chicago, IL 60657 
773-472-0844 
laurasklansky@sbcglobal.net  
specializing in health and social sciences; 
will search varied topics 
 
2011-12  Research List 



 
 

Chicago History Museum 
1601 North Clark Street 312.642.4600 
Chicago, IL 60614-6038 www.chicagohistory.org 

 


