Remarksy@GaryiT.Bohnson,®resident,@hicago®istory@useum,
athe@elebration®fAndependence@ay,Auly@,2008L
(followingihe@eading®fhe@eclaration®fAndependence)d
“Welhold®hese®ruths@obeBelf-evident,@hat@lIEmenreXreated®qual....”

Everydear,d offerB@omment®nBomefhe@vords@vethavejustiheard.BThisyear,@hel
choicels@asy:A“that@ll@Enenre@reated@qual....”BWhy?EBecause@vhen@veEatherhext
year,@Fear-long@BicentennialXelebration@®fAbrahamfincoln’siirth willdbbeRinder@vayl
at@hehicagoMistory@Museum.lt’s@EimeRoFEet@eadyHorAincoln.

Theeclaration@®fAndependence@ormed@heedrock®fALincoln’s@oliticalFaith.FAgaink
and@gain,fhe#eturned to@heeclarationEndRol@ts proposition@Ehatill menkirel
created@®qual.”BFollowing@he@redBcott@ecision,fhetharked back,AvithEegret,Eolz
time@vhen®oureclaration®fAndependence@vastheldBacredibyill,EndEhought@ol
includell.”&

Welre@eminded,thowever,@hat@vhendt@ame@oBlavery,dincoln’s@ision@fE@quality?
wasnethatvolved.EThere@verehose@vho®ook@Btand@nzbolitionGeforeAincolnk
did,@ncluding@@Eroup@f@bolitionists@ighttherednihicago.ZRecent@cholarshipll
emphasizes®he@mportance®fillincoln’s@ontacts@vith former&lavendEbolitionist?
leader,@Frederick@ouglass.ElOver@ime,@ontacts@vith Douglassihelpediincoln®oivedifel
tohelspirations@®fithe@eclaration.k

Butlso@ememberfhis.EAs@nedfheRxperts@nEheihicagobolitionists,fThomasl
Campbell,thas@®bserved,FfOnkhe@juestion®fElavery,Aincoln@ook@neasured@tepsEut?
they@llIEnovedd@nneirection.”R

SohisAs@he@esolution@hatd proposeorl D fAisFEorhefR009Aincoln@Bicentenniall
year:BThat@ndearning@noreboutiincoln,Avelso@eflect®n@vhatAtinmeans@oBay@nurl
ownlifeBnd@urwn@ime,®hat@ill are@reated@qual.?

Thank®&ou.&
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