
Connect with History
History à la Cart stations encourage students to actively 
engage with the past. Facilitated by trained staff and 
volunteers, these 20-minute hands-on experiences are 
located throughout our galleries. 

For more flexibility during your visit, all stations are accessible 
throughout the Museum on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Generous support for the Chicago History Museum gallery activity stations has been 
provided by the Albert Pick, Jr. Fund. The Museum gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support of Carole and Gordon Segal and Bank of America, who made the 
Maps activity station possible. 

Enrich your experience  
These self-guided resources  
are designed for use in  
the exhibition Chicago:  
Crossroads of America. 
For more information and resources,  
go to chicagohistory.org/fieldtrip

Pre-K–Kindergarten
Crazy for Trains: Use these discovery bags filled with role-play 
activities, picture books, and music to play in the past with our 
two biggest artifacts: ‘L’ Car No. 1 and the Pioneer locomotive. 
Advance reservation required.

Middle School
Jazz Talk: Take a seat in the jazz and blues club 
and use these slang cards to have a Roaring 
Twenties–style conversation.

‘L’ Cards: Climb aboard Chicago’s very first ‘L’ 
car and use these character cards to imagine 
riding home from a visit to the 1893 world’s fair.

Middle School and High School
In Our Own Words audio tour: Local high 
school students wrote and performed this 
tour which features original interviews, 
music, and dramatic readings about all 
things Chicago. 40 minutes/$2 per iPod; 
advance reservation required.

	     Discover more at  
chicagohistory.org/fieldtrip where you can  
find detailed information about the programs 
and resources listed in this brochure. 

CONNECT ENRICH

 Stations Recommended 
Grade Levels M T W Th F

Chicago Fire 3–5 n n n n

Prairie 3–5 n n

Skyscrapers 3–5 n n

Artifacts 3–5 n n

Bridges 3–8 n n n n

Maps 3–8 n n n

Neighborhood 3–12 n n



ENGAGE
Engaging Exhibitions
Visit our galleries at your own pace and stop at  
student-friendly activities along the way. 

VISIT US!  
chicagohistory.org/fieldtrip

The Exelon Wing

Chicago: Crossroads of America  

Explore Chicago’s changing economy, challenging crises, 
diverse neighborhoods, and groundbreaking innovations.

KPMG and Paul and Katherine Snyder Community Gallery

Lincoln Park Block by Block  

Walk through an oversized map to discover the history 
and culture of Lincoln Park through unusual artifacts and 
fascinating stories.

Skyline Gallery

My Chinatown (through January 2, 2012)  
Sit down in this object theater to experience the unique 
character of Chinatown via a living multimedia production.

Konen Family Children’s Gallery

Sensing Chicago  
Use your five senses to investigate Chicago’s beautiful,  
noisy, rough, stinky, and delicious history. Recommended  
for grades 3–4.

Tawani Foundation Diorama Hall

Imagining Chicago: The Dioramas  
Take in Chicago’s first 100 years in miniature.

The Naphtali ben Yakov Pritzker American History Wing

Facing Freedom  
Encounter eight moments in our nation’s past when 
Americans struggled over the meaning of freedom. 
Recommended for middle and high school students.

Sanger P. Robinson Gallery

Lincoln’s Chicago  
Catch a glimpse of the city Lincoln knew  
through portraits of his contemporaries  
and lithographic views of 1860s Chicago.

Abraham Lincoln  
Learn about Lincoln’s election  
in 1860, his leadership  
during the Civil War, and  
his tragic assassination.

The Naphtali ben Yakov Pritzger American History Wing is made possible through a grant from 
Tawani Foundation through the support of Colonel (IL) J. N. Pritzker, IL ARNG (Retired), founder, 
Pritzker Military Library and Tawani Foundation. The McCormick Foundation  
is the lead exhibition sponsor of Lincoln’s Chicago. Education funding for Lincoln’s Chicago is 
provided by JP Morgan Chase and the Terra Foundation for American Art. The Abraham Lincoln 
installation is supported by a gift from the The Gupta Family, with additional support from The 
Joyce Foundation in honor of Lawrence N. Hansen. Educational programs and resources for Facing 
Freedom are generously supported by the JPMorgan Chase Foundation.

Unless otherwise noted, all images in this brochure are from the collection of the Chicago 
History Museum. The Chicago History Museum gratefully acknowledges the Chicago Park 
District’s generous support of all of the Museum’s activities. A portion of the Museum’s general 
operating funds for this fiscal year has been provided through a grant from the city of Chicago 
Department of Cultural Affairs, CityArts IV, and the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
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• �Plan to spend two to three hours at the Museum including 
lunch. Visits begin at 9:30 a.m. Monday through Saturday.

• �Request 30-minute lunchroom seating (available up to grade 8). 
Students should bring their own lunches and beverages; 
storage is provided.

• �Indicate the size of your group. Maximum group size is 120.

• �Divide your students into groups of 10 prior to arriving at the 
Museum. A map of the Museum will be prepared for each 
group leader.

• �Secure chaperones. We require one adult for every ten 
students in grade 3 and above. For groups in pre-k–2 we  

Plan Your Trip
It’s easy and free.* To schedule your trip, complete and return the 
reservation form or visit chicagohistory.org/fieldtrip. Due to the popularity 
of school group visits, reservations must be made in advance and in writing. 
Your visit is not guaranteed until you have received a confirmation 
letter, which should arrive by fax or e-mail (or mail, if requested) in seven  
to ten days. If you don’t receive a confirmation letter, call 312.642.4600.  
We look forward to your visit!

PLAN

Admission for Illinois schools Out-of-state schools

Students FREE $6 each

Teachers FREE $7 each

Chaperones (1:10) FREE $7 each
Additional chaperones  
(exceeding the 1:10 ratio) $7 each $7 each

Illinois State Learning Standards Common Core

Science Social Science English Language Arts Anchor Standards

11 12 13 15 16 17 18 Reading Writing Speaking and Listening Language

B A B B A D A B C D E A C D B 2 3 6 7 10 4 7 9 1 2 4 6 6

Bridges n n n n n n n n n n n n n

Chicago Fire n n n n n n n n n n n n n

Prairie n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

Skyscrapers n n n n n n n n

Neighborhood n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

Maps n n n n n n n n

Artifacts n n n n n n n n n

Chicago: Crossroads of 
America

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

Sensing Chicago n n n n n n

The Dioramas n n n n n n n n n n

Facing Freedom n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

Jazz Talk and ’L‘ Cards n n n n n n n n n n n n

In Our Own Words n n n n n n n n n n n

Crazy for Trains n n n n n n n n n n n n

Standards Alignment
Field trips to the Chicago History Museum align with state and 
national standards for literacy, science, and social science.

3

2

1

4

5

ACTIVITY STATIONs	  Audio Tour	

Exhibitions	  Pre-K–Kindergarten Activity

Middle School  
Role-Play Experiences

2 5

1 4

3

Planning Tips require one adult per five children. Each adult exceeding 
these ratios will be charged $7.

• �Place medical supplies and emergency information in a 
purse or small shoulder bag. Please note that backpacks 
are not allowed in exhibition spaces.

• �All Illinois school groups are admitted free of charge.  
Out-of-state groups are charged discounted admission.  
See the chart  below for details.

*



Win the Battle.

Our fun-filled, content-rich experiences for  
pre-k to grade 12 are free for Illinois students.

Field Trips  
2011–12



            �Access History 
Online

Use our award-winning website 
and teacher-created lesson plans to 
enhance your curriculum, prepare 
your students for their field trip, or 
implement a post-visit wrap-up. 

Nonprofit  
Organization  
U.S. Postage

PAID
Chicago, IL

Permit No. 1633

Field Trips 2011–12

1601 North Clark Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60614-6038

VISIT US!  
chicagohistory.org/fieldtrip

It’s all at chicagohistory.org/education.

Teacher Programs
Professional development programs provide rich and 
unique experiences with history. Support your curriculum, 
network with other teachers, and earn CPDUs. 



About Your Group

School Name

Street Address

City								S        tate		  Zip code

School phone							Sc       hool fax

Your name

Your phone								Y       our e-mail address

Names and e-mail addresses of other teachers coming on the field trip:

Name								E        -mail address

Name								E        -mail address

Number of students	 _______________

Student grade level	 _______________

Number of teachers	 _______________

Number of chaperones	 _______________

Number of classes	 _______________

Field Trip Reservation Form
To schedule your free* field trip, complete this form and submit it via fax, mail,  
or online at chicagohistory.org/fieldtrip. Please print legibly. 

Time and Date of Visit
We would like to give all groups their first choice, but it is not always possible. Groups are scheduled to enter the building every  

15 minutes beginning at 9:30 a.m. If your requested entrance time is not available, you may be booked into the next 15-minute slot.  

We recommend a visit of two to three hours including lunch. 

		
1st choice		

Date of visit			E   ntrance time			E   xit time

2nd choice		
Date of visit			E   ntrance time			E   xit time

3rd choice		
Date of visit			E   ntrance time			E   xit time

Please identify any special needs your group might have:

   Special education

   ESL

   Physical disabilities

   Other (please specify) ______________________________

Additional Options
These options require advance reservations. Please check the 

box in front of the option(s) you want included with your visit. 

   �Lunchroom seating  

   �Sensing Chicago children’s gallery  Recommended for 

grades 3 and 4; available in 30-minute time slots.

   �Crazy for Trains discovery bags  Recommended for pre-k 

groups and kindergartners.

   I�n Our Own Words audio tour  Recommended for  

grades 6 to 12. Maximum number of users is 60. $2/iPod;  

payment is due upon arrival. 

Book your field trip

Online: chicagohistory.org/fieldtrip or

Fax this form to: 312.266.4549 or

Mail this form to:

Chicago History Museum

1601 North Clark Street

Chicago, Illinois 60614-6038

Attention: Department of Visitor Services

Reservations are not accepted via telephone.Your confirmation letter will indicate any 
fees associated with your visit. Full payment is due upon arrival.  
*Out-of-state groups please refer to the fees chart under planning tips. 


