


Exploring  
Lincoln and JuÁrez
Available in October 2009. See page 5.
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Great Chicago Stories and My Chicago are made possible by major grants from the National  
Endowment for the Humanities: great ideas brought to life. History Lab is made possible through  
a generous grant from the Polk Bros. Foundation. The electronic Encyclopedia of Chicago is the  
result of a ten-year collaboration between the Chicago History Museum, the Newberry Library,  
and Academic Technologies at Northwestern University. 
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My Chicago
	� Explore the city’s rich and diverse  

history through ten award-winning activities 
and online games based on the Chicago flag.

�My Chicago received the Illinois Association of Museum’s Superior  
Achievement Award in 2004.

History Lab
Inspired by the Museum’s collection,  
local teachers wrote and tested these  
lesson plans that cover both Chicago 

and American history curricula. Each lesson features 
downloadable student materials and artifact images.

grades  

1–6

grades  

3–12

Additional support for  
Great Chicago Stories  
provided by:

grades  

6–12

activity GuideS
Pre- and post–visit resources are available  
for the Crazy for Trains pre-K experience (page 3)  
and the In Our Own Words audio tour for high  
school students (page 3). Guides are available as  
PDFs on our website.

New!  
History in Your Hands
Ignite curiosity and develop critical-thinking skills by  
putting history into your students’ hands. Build your own 
classroom artifact kit and use the accompanying activities 
written by local teachers. Grouped into seven topics, the 
lesson plans cover themes in Chicago and United States 
history. Lessons are available as PDFs on our website.

grades  

3–5

Access these resources at  
www.chicagohistory.org/education

Great  
Chicago Stories
Enrich your instruction with twelve historical-fiction short 
stories and supporting classroom resources. Download 
the stories and unit plans, which were written and 
classroom-tested by local teachers. Use the interactive 
history map to click on then-and-now images of locations 
from each story. Investigate historical evidence using 
question prompts and zooming tools. Listen to full audio 
recordings of all twelve stories.
In 2008, Great Chicago Stories received two awards from the American Association of 
Museums (the Media and Technology Gold MUSE and EdCom’s Excellence in Published 
Resources) and was named Best of the Web in Education by Museums and the Web.

grades  

9–12

grades  

3–4
&

PRE-K

grades  

9–12

&
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#5
To schedule your free field trip, complete and submit the attached form.  
Due to the popularity of school group visits, reservations must be  
made in advance and in writing. Your visit is not guaranteed until you  
have received a printed confirmation letter, which should arrive by  
fax (or mail, if requested) in seven to ten days. If you don’t receive  
a confirmation letter, call 312.642.4600. We look forward to your visit!

plan your trip.  
it’s EASY  
AND FREE.

planning tips
Consult a school calendar that indicates 
holidays, in-services, report-card days,  
and school events.

Plan to spend two to three hours at the 
Museum including lunch. Visits begin  
at 9:30 a.m. Monday through Saturday.

Request lunchroom seating (available  
for up to grade 8). Students need to  
bring their own lunches and beverages; 
storage will be provided.

Indicate the size of your group.  
Maximum group size is 120.

Secure chaperones. We require one  
adult for every ten students.

Divide your students into groups of  
10 prior to arriving at the Museum.  
A map of the Museum will be prepared 
for each group leader.

10

Please note: Although we try to stick to this schedule as closely as possible,  
we occasionally may have to substitute one station for another.

History à la Cart Schedule
For more flexibility during your visit, all stations are  
accessible on a first-come, first-served basis.
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field trip Reservation Form
To schedule your free field trip, complete this form and submit it via fax or mail.

If this is not a public or private school  
field trip, check one of the following:

	 Home school

	 Park District

	 Community/social organization

	 Youth education program

Please identify any special 
needs your group might have:

	 Special education

	 ESL

	 Physical disabilities

	 Other (please specify)

	 Additional Options
	� These options require advance reservations.  

Please check the circle in front of the option(s)  
you want included with your visit.

	� Lunchroom seating 
Available for up to grade 8.

	 �Sensing Chicago children’s gallery 
Recommended for grades 3 and 4; available in 30-minute time slots.

	� Crazy for Trains discovery bags 
Recommended for pre-K groups and kindergartners.

	�� Imagining Lincoln and Juárez 
An audio experience and worksheet recommended for grades 6 to 8.

	�� In Our Own Words audio tour 
Recommended for grades 6 to 12. 

 
	� Student Workshop: Decoding Lincoln Monuments 
Recommended for grades 6 to 12. Please note: This is a one-time  
offering on Friday, November 20, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

	

	

	

Number of students	

Student grade level	

Number of teachers	

Number of chaperones

Number of classes

Time and Date of Visit
Although we would like to give all groups  
their first choice, it is not always possible. 
Groups are scheduled to enter the building 
every 15 minutes beginning at 9:30 a.m.  
If your requested entrance time is not 
available, you may be booked into the  
next 15-minute slot. We recommend a visit  
of two to three hours including lunch.

1ST choice

2ND choice

3RD choice

Date of visit Entrance time Exit time

Book Your Field Trip
Fax this form to:  

312.266.4549 
or

Mail this form to:

Chicago History Museum  
1601 North Clark Street  
Chicago, Illinois 60614-6038  
Attention: Department of Visitor Services

Reservations are not accepted via telephone  
or online. We apologize for any inconvenience.

Teachers: To make a reservation for a professional  
development program, call 312.642.4600 or visit  
www.chicagohistory.org/education (click on educator 
programs). For information on teacher programs,  
see page 13.

About Your Group

School name

					   

Street address 

	

		

City			 

State	  		  Zip code

School phone

School fax

Your name			 

Your phone

Your e-mail address

 
Names and e-mail addresses of other teachers  
coming on the field trip:

Name

E-mail address

Name

E-mail address

section

2

section

4

section

1

section

3
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1601 North Clark Street  
Chicago, Illinois 60614-6038
312.642.4600
www.chicagohistory.org 

illinois state learning standards

Unless otherwise noted, all images in this brochure are from the collection of the Chicago History Museum. 
The Chicago History Museum gratefully acknowledges the Chicago Park District’s generous support of all 
of the Museum’s activities. A portion of the Museum’s general operating funds for this fiscal year has been 
provided through a grant from the city of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, CityArts IV, and the Illinois 
Arts Council, a state agency.

English  
Language arts 

 
science

 
social science

GOAL 1 4 5 11 12 13 15 16 17 18

STANDARD A B C A B A B A B B A D A B C D E A C D B

bridges

chicago fire

prairie

skyscrapers

neighborhood

maps

chicago:  
crossroads of america

sensing chicago

the dioramas

JAZZ TALK  
AND NEXT STOP

crazy for trains

audio tours

1

2

3

4

5

activity  
stations
pages 2 and 3

EXHIBITIONS
page 7

MIDDLE SCHOOL  
ROLE-PLAY 
experiences 
page 1

imagining 
Lincoln and  
juÁrez  
page 1

in our own  
words  
page 3

pre-k activity  
page 3

1 2 3 4 5

312.266.4549
FAX form to



Professional development programs provide rich and unique  
experiences with history. Support your curriculum, network with  
other teachers, and earn CPDUs.

Teacher E-News 
Stay informed about new classroom resources and 
upcoming professional development programs with our 
free e-newsletter. Sign up at www.chicagohistory.org/
education (click on teacher e-news).

TEACHER programs

For  
teachers  
of grades  

pre-K–12
New!  
Create a custom  
in-service program 
The Museum’s education staff is pleased to work  
with you and your colleagues to design and host  
a custom in-service program. Contact School Programs  
to arrange an experience tailored to your needs at  
www.chicagohistory.org/contact

For  
teachers  
of grades  

3–12Great Chicago  
Stories Seminar:  
The Great Migration
Earn up to 7 CPDUs

This two-part series delves into the history of Chicago’s 
Great Migration through compelling historical-fiction short 
stories based on the Museum’s collection. Registration 
fees: session 1–$20, session 2–$35; two-part series– 
only $50! To register for the two-part series, please call 
312.642.4600. Reservations for individual sessions may  
be made online.

session 1 

The Great Migration 
in Chicago
Earn 3 CPDUs
Saturday, May 1  
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Go in-depth into two stories  
A Bronzeville Story (elementary)  
and It’s a Long Way from Home 
(middle and high school). Participate 
in an interactive workshop using  
the unit plans for each story. Enjoy 
time in the Museum’s galleries.

session 2 

Where History 
Happened Bus Tour
Earn 4 CPDUs
Saturday, May 15  
12:00 noon–4:00 p.m.

Tour the historic neighborhood 
of Bronzeville, the center of the 
Great Migration in Chicago.

sign up today! 
To make a reservation for any of these programs, 
visit www.chicagohistory.org/education (click on 
educator programs) or call 312.642.4600.

Abraham Lincoln  
and Benito JuÁrez
Discover how to enrich your students’ experiences  
at two events presented in honor of these exhibitions:  
an educator open house on Tuesday, October 27,  
4:00–7:00 p.m., and a teacher workshop on Saturday, 
November 21, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Participation earns 
you CPDUs. For details, see page 5.
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For  
teachers  
of grades  

3–12



1601 North Clark Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60614-6038

Make History Memorable

Experience-based Activity Stations

Engaging Exhibitions

Original Audio Tours

Online Classroom Resources

Innovative Teacher Programs
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